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April 23, 1999
Contact: Kate Kahan, coordinator, Take Back the Night, 243-4153.
TAKE BACK THE NIGHT INCLUDES A CREATIVE LOOK AT SEXUAL VIOLENCE
MISSOULA—
A week of art, dance, drama and music events will be part of the Missoula celebration
of Take Back the Night, an annual protest of sexual violence.
All events are free and open to the public.
On Sunday, April 25, a collective of artists from The University of Montana and the
Missoula community will present a visual interpretation of this year’s Take Back the Night
theme: “Hear Our Voice, Understand Our Courage.” The artwork in the show was created
especially for Take Back the Night. It will be on display through Friday, April 25, at Catalyst
Espresso, 111. N. Higgins Ave.
UM’s modern dance repertory in residence, the Montana Transport Company, will
present a special performance in honor of Take Back the Night at 8 p.m. Monday, April 26, in
the University Center Commons. The performance includes two dance pieces: “Bites,” about
the power and courage of individuals who stand together,” and “It’s Not What You Think,”
which focuses on power struggles and emotional issues between the male and female dancers.
“Mo-Trans put together their own performance with Take Back the Night in mind,”
said Kate Kahan of UM’s Women’s Center. “This is their third year of doing it and it’s really
great.”
The event is sponsored by Student Assault Recovery Services and the University
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Council on Sexual Assault, and will feature a question-and-answer session with the directors
and dancers after the performance.
“Looking Back, Facing Forward,” an original play by UM drama student Diane
Johnston, tells the story of a date rape survivor. The play will be presented Tuesday, April 27,
through Thursday, April 29, at 7:30 p.m. in the Masquer Theatre.
“Drawing the Shades,” a multimedia program incorporating drama, music and
Missoula statistics, reveals the true stories of four survivors of sexual violence.
Kahan describes “Drawing the Shades” as incredibly powerful. “It’s such an
educational tool because it has an impact,” she said. “It follows up with information to
heighten awareness of these issues and gives opportunities for people to get involved.”
The characters in “Drawing the Shades” include men and women of different sexual
orientations who have experienced rape.
The performance begins at 8:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 28, at the Crystal Theatre. It is
sponsored by the UM Student Health Services peer educators.
For more information, call the UM Women’s Center at 243-4153.
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